
 

 

        The 

      Scuttlebutt 

WE ARE ONE!! 

July - September 2018 

Commanders Comments. 
 
 In this article, I am going to go out on a limb and discuss a few   
sensitive issues. Those of you who know me, know that I do not 
judge between skin color, gender, religion, or ethnic background. I 
don't care if you are white, black, Jewish, Asian, Catholic, Protestant, 
etc. If you are a law-abiding, honest, productive member of society, 
then nothing else should really matter! As it states in the second  
paragraph of the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal…” 
 
As I mentioned before in earlier newsletters, I received a               
tremendous amount of supportive emails, letters, and social media 
posts regarding our stance last year on the NFL. I also mentioned, I 
received some not-so-nice responses, many being downright   

dreadful. With the recent ruling by the NFL, Fox 8 News crews showed up unannounced at our VFW on a recent 
Wednesday evening. Since I was traveling for work, Tad and Tutu were interviewed by the reporters. I didn't see the 
news clip, but it's safe to assume that both did a fine job. The very next morning, low and behold, I received a        
harassing, hateful email from someone who bombarded me with emails last fall. He once again referred to me as a 
black-hating, Trump-loving hypocrite. Last year, he told me to quit being “the patriot police” and stated that it is a    
disgrace that I served in the US Military, as I have no idea what defending the rights of Americans is all about. Well, 
as much as I wanted to let loose with a verbal cannon, I thought to myself, why stoop to his level. Last year, I did fire 
back with an email, but there was not one derogatory statement in it, and I think that upset him even worse. 

 

I bring this up because it absolutely astonishes me how The Left can make any comment they want, no matter how 
hateful or degrading and it is completely acceptable, but a Right-Wing conservative makes ANY comment and heaven 
knows, immediately the media goes into a tailspin. Oh wait, can I say “heaven?” I am referring to the recent Twitter 
comment by Rosanne Barr where she made an inappropriate comment about a former senior advisor to President 
Obama. I have never been a fan of Roseanne and that was even more amplified when she “butchered” the National 
Anthem at a major league baseball game in 1990, however, do I feel she should be treated differently than any other 
celebrity or members of the media when inappropriate comments are made? NO!!! 

 

How about Stephen Colbert’s comments regarding President Trump. Comments like “You have more people     
marching against you than cancer”, or “the only thing your mouth is good for is being Vladimir Putin's _________”. 
You fill in the blank, because I refuse to type what he said. Was he fired????? NO!! 
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How about Madonna stating the she “thought an awful lot about blowing up the White House”. Did her record  
label drop her???? No!! 

 

And then there is Bill Maher who stated, “I think one way you get rid of Trump is a crashing economy. So please, 
bring on the recession,” he said. “Sorry if that hurts people, but it’s either root for a recession or you lose your  
democracy.” Is this lunatic unemployed???? NOPE!! 

 
How about the illustrious Maxine Waters (D)CA calling for those unsupportive of our president to harass any and 
all members of the Trump Administration when they see them in public. Her words were, “If you see anybody 
from that Cabinet in a restaurant, in a department store, at a gasoline station, you get out and you create a crowd 
and you push back on them, and you tell them they're not welcome anymore, anywhere”. What a maniac!! 

 

Once again, it’s acceptable for the far Left to make any comments they want, but stop the world so perhaps the 
lack of gravitational pull causes a few conservatives to fall off if a comment is made by a Trump supporter! There 
certainly is an overabundance of double standards in our society today, and I just wonder what must happen for 
that to change? 

 
We have shows on television like Tim Allen’s “Last Man Standing” that was canned because of his conservative 
views, yet shows like “The View”, or most late-night talk shows can say whatever they want, as long as it’s hurtful 
or degrading to conservative values. 

 

In the words of Rodney King, “Why can’t we all just get along?”  

 

Now onto post news. 

 

Our recent trip to Columbus for the VFW Department of Ohio Convention was fruitful in many ways. First and 
foremost, we received the All-State Post Award for the 2017-2018 year. This award is presented to an average of 
10% of the posts throughout the state and is based upon an outstanding performance in membership, retention, 
community service, Americanism, and various other factors. It takes a tremendous amount of effort and is a great 
credit to all those who work so hard throughout the year to make Post 3345 what it is. 

 

In addition to the All-State award, we received the Past Department Commanders Award for the post with the 
highest number of new members for the 2017-18 membership year. We also received an award for our donation 
to the Combs-Comedy-Bentfeld Cancer Fund. 

 

Once again, I thank all of you who have given so much time in support of the efforts of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and Post 3345. We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful post home, and a membership that follows 
suit. I look forward to the upcoming year, and to witness all the good that will be accomplished. 

 
The summer months will fly by, with concerts, golf outings, bus trips, and before you know it, we will be on to 
Community Day. Our 6th annual Community Day will take place on Saturday, September 8th from 1-5 PM. Each 
year we try to make this event bigger and better with food & entertainment, support organizations, military units, 
and participation from our first responders. This year, we already received confirmation that the immediate Past 
Commander-In-Chief Keith Harmon will be our special guest. As Past Chief Bill Thein visited with us last year, 
this is both an honor and a rarity. National Commanders are typically VERY busy with much larger engagements 
and typically do not attend post functions. We are very fortunate to have this honor, and I want to thank Past   
Department Commander (and post 3345 member) Dick Uzl for his efforts on making this happen.  

 

On that note, I will wish you all a very safe and happy summer. May God bless you all and provide you with “fair 
winds and following seas” as you navigate through the waters of life. Each and every day, take a moment to be 
thankful for the freedoms we have as Americans and thank God there are and have been so many people willing 
to defend those freedoms. 

 

Sincerely, 

Commander Tim Zvoncheck 
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Vice   

Growing up, I always wanted to be the best at the things I enjoyed (so that pretty much excluded anything athletic).  I 
always wanted to be the top of my class in grade school (we didn’t really rank students at St Ann, but I know I was in 
the top 3.  It would have clearly been me if it weren’t for Tina Zenisek and Jackie Casserly, darn them!).  High school 
got a little more competitive, though I still finished in the top 15% of my class.  By college, admittedly, things became 
a bit more challenging and I just wanted to graduate, though I finished stronger as a Senior than I started as a   
Freshman.  Before that, as an altar boy, I wanted people to notice how straight my back was when kneeling without 
leaning on a pew or railing, how I always held the Sacramentary book right where Fr. Kenney wanted it to be when 
he was reading, ring the bells exactly on cue during the Eucharistic Prayer back in the Jurassic age when they still 
used bells, and never hit people in the throat with the Communion plate!  (Sad, really - a competitive altar boy.  It just 
seems a little silly all these years later!) 

 

Once I got my driver’s license, I kind of wanted police to pull me over to congratulate me on being such a great    
driver.  I wanted to win every spelling bee and have a great vocabulary, wowing people with my command of arcane 
and sesquipedalian verbiage (pretty good, huh?).   

 

At some point, my desire to be the best at what I did became a little more coherent and practical.  In the Navy, I  
wanted to be the best Tactical Coordinator (TACCO) on the P-3 aircraft (I thought I was, but again, they didn’t really 
rank us directly on that, so I’ll have to be satisfied with my own evaluation of my peers and me).  When in classes in 
San Diego for becoming a Tactical Action Officer (TAO), I did finish #1 in that class of 25 (YES!).  I just wanted to be 
as good at what I did as possible.  I wanted to be able to fulfill my role as TAO on the Connie to protect a capital    
asset of the United States – there were only 12 or so carriers at the time and I was charged with defending one of 
them.  And on a personal level, I wanted to protect me and my shipmates if worse came to worst - I didn’t want our 
“home” to sink.  I think most folks would agree that sinking would qualify as ‘a bad day’ if that eventuality had ever 
come to pass.  (Ok – I admit – I’m not entirely sure what verb tense that sentence is, maybe it’s something like the 
past perfect continuous conditional.  The grammar check on Word was getting a little twitchy as I was writing that 
one.)  

You can be the hero 

You can get the gold 

Breaking all the records they thought never could be broke 

 

Yeah, do it for your people 

Do it for your pride 

How are you ever gonna know if never even try? 

 

Do it for your country 

Do it for your name 

‘Cause there’s gonna be a day… 

 

When you’re standing in the hall of fame 

And the world’s gonna know your name 

‘Cause you burn with the brightest flame 

And the world’s gonna know your name 

And you’ll be on the walls of the hall of fame. 

 

Hall of Fame (James Barry, Daniel John O’Donoghue, Mark Anthony 

Sheehan – The Script) 
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Since leaving the Navy in 1997, I have to admit, my drive to be in my own mental “hall of fame” has had some 
peaks and valleys.  I still like to do well at things, but it’s hard to strive to be the best day after day, especially when 
things don’t always go your way.  It’s challenging and it takes a lot of dedication and effort that just isn’t there on a 
daily basis.  I know I don’t always meet that goal in many areas of my life, whether personally, professionally, in my 
responsibilities here at the Post, as a son, brother, uncle, or friend.  But that doesn’t mean I shouldn’t try to       
challenge myself to do better the next time after I miss the mark. 

 

I remember in the ‘80s, the Army came up with one of its best slogans - “Be all that you can be!”  I think that was a 
great attempt to inspire in those who choose to serve the desire to give it your all – especially when defending our 
great nation.  Even the Air Force came up with a pretty encouraging slogan to “Aim High” – a take on a quote at the 
end of this article.  (The Army PR team absolutely lost me though when they came up with the “Army of One”   
campaign in the early 2000s!  The military is all about teamwork still, and the “Army of One” tried to insert an “I” in 
“team”.  That should only happen if your spelling is really poor.)  

 

But these slogans seem to be a pretty good approach to life in general, regardless of your career choice.  The lyrics 
of the song mentioned also say, “be students, be teachers, be politicians, be preachers, be believers, be leaders, 
be astronauts, be champions, be truth seekers…”  Whatever you do, it’s worth it to try to be the best at it.   I        
remember my dad told me before I headed off for college to be selfish about knowledge.  He said it’s always a good 
idea to get as much out of your education as possible since it will pay dividends down the line.  That is true with 
skills as well as purely academic knowledge.  The notion that being “selfish” is good for you isn’t about greed or 
petty things.  In this respect, it’s about doing everything you can to make the life you live as good as it can be – take 
pride in what you do and work hard to do it well. 

 

Frankly, I believe if you’re the best at what you are, you’re the best for society as well.  If you’re the best director, 
you’ll make movies that entertain millions of people; if you’re the best concrete worker, you’ll be booked solid by 
customers who want the best driveways and patios; if you’re the best homebuilder, you’ll create homes for        
thousands of people where they can live out their dreams.   I know I have a long way to go to be in any kind of Hall 
of Fame, real or imagined, for being the best at the things I do.  But as Michelangelo stated, “The greater danger for 
most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short; but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our 
mark.”   

 

“How are you ever gonna know if you never even try?” 

 

Tad Brown 

Sr. Vice Commander 

Sr. Vice Brown, Continued from page 3 

GENERAL VFW ITEMS 

 

Few of us like to think ahead to when we’re no longer here; however, as VFW members, you are entitled to have a 
service held by the Post officers and/or Honor Guard when that day arrives.  The Honor Guard can have members 
posted at the side of the casket during the funeral home services, as well as conducting graveside services.        
Officers of the Post can perform a memorial service at the funeral home or graveside as well.   Please share your 
desire for such a tribute with your families so that when the time comes, they know what your wishes are. 

 

Please keep recruiting in mind whenever you meet someone that could be eligible for membership here – whether 
regular VFW or Auxiliary membership!  Our organization is constantly looking to gain new members, and you are 
our best resources for that!   



 

 

 

On June 7, 2018 

Commander Tim Zvoncheck 

And 

Quartermaster Jim Karecki 

 

Received the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Department of Ohio 

All State Post for 2017-2018 

 

Congratulations Tim and Jim! 

Thank You for EVERYTHING you do for our post and community!! 

     

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

June, 2018 State Convention 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The AVTT Traveling Vietnam Wall 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, June 27th, Veterans and Auxiliary members from VFW Post 3345 helped escort the traveling Vietnam 
Memorial Wall into our community.   Some members were by the new Library on Bagley Road in Middleburg Heights 
while others were down the street closer to Bagley and Pearl. 

Members of the Auxiliary passed out approximately 60 American Flags to the public who also came out to watch the 
hundreds of Rolling Thunder motorcycles escort the wall to Tri C West.  We also noticed a few of our own Veterans in 
the procession.  Hope you were able to  visit the wall at Tri C.  Thank you Linda Tobel for the pictures. 



 

 

 

Jr. Vice Commander 
 

Dan Dallas 
 

Hi everyone,  

The Vets golf outing is done with. I hope everyone who took part had a great time. A BIG Thank you to all those who 
volunteered. 

Our first outdoor concert was on June 30th. I hope you ALL were able to attend and had fun. The concerts are     
always fun. The band was the M&P Jam Machine.  

In July we have no outdoor concerts....but, we do have a bus trip scheduled for Saturday, 28 July which will be going 
to Kelley's Island. Details and a sign up sheet are posted in the Canteen. This will be an epic bus trip!  

Saturday, August 4th is our second outdoor concert. It will be the band Cruisin playing for our entertainment from 7 
to 10pm.  

Sunday, 5 August is our annual softball game against American Legion Post 91. The game starts at noon at the 
Brook Park softball fields which is located at Sylvia and Engle Road behind the Library. Come and support our VFW 
team. It's a fun time and proceeds go to Veterans charity. 

Saturday, 25 August is our last outdoor concert. It will feature the band Ace Molar featuring channel 8 personality 
Todd Meany. A Post favorite. Don't miss out on this one!!  

I have nothing planned for September as of yet.  

Saturday 06 October will be your 2nd bus trip. The Commanders birthday is the 7th. A perfect time to go on a bus 
hop. Join us as we will go to visit the Ashtabula VFW, Puritas VFW and one to be determined yet. Details will be 
posted in the Canteen for the above events.  

 

Have a great Summer and see you at the Post. 

 

Dan Dallas Jr. Vice 



 

 

 

Our Members.  

Our Friends.  

Our Heroes.  
 

    Jim Babitsky  
 

      Interviewed By Linda Burger 

 

A fraying sandbag, covered with bold signatures. Yellowed newspapers, creased with time. A hand colored     

countdown helmet cartoon. A detailed Rand McNally map. 

Treasures and memories of another time, another place, another life for Vietnam Veteran Jim Babitsky. 

“When I turned 17, it seemed the right thing to do, to enter the service,” recalled Jim. “My original plan was to join 

the Army but after reading a story about the Marines, I decided that’s what I wanted to do.” The story, he revealed 

with a laugh, was actually in a comic book!  

It was during the initial paperwork and testing that Jim’s high aptitude for mechanics was revealed and he was    

assigned an Aviation Guarantee. Following advanced infantry training at Camp Lejeune, he moved on to the    

Memphis Naval Station where he was first taught aircraft structural mechanics – later becoming a teacher himself. 

His outfit was also in charge of burial details, providing services at the airports, serving as Color Guard and Pall 

Bearers, providing the final salute – an often heart-breaking experience, according to Jim. 

In 1967, because, again, “it seemed like the right thing to do,” Jim volunteered for WESTPAC (western Pacific) Duty 

– which meant service in Vietnam. Within a few weeks, he was shipped first to Okinawa, then arriving in Da Nang 

just as the Tet Offensive was starting. 

As part of the 1st Marine Air Wing, VMA aw 533, Jim and his crew fixed aircraft –   

frequently amidst rocket and mortar attacks. “We worked 12 on/12 off shifts, and had 

a brief break during the Peace Talks,” he explained. “Then, it started again, the 

month of May was the worst. You could tell the difference between the trained       

soldiers, with their regulated attacks and the rookies who were more sporadic – and 

dangerous.” 

As his term neared its end, Jim was presented with a hand 

drawn calendar from the “Red Cross Girls” to mark off  his 

final 100 days. It remains one of his most treasured items. As does a sandbag, signed by 

members of his Unit. 
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Another cherished memento is copies of a special edition of the Cleveland Press, from        

December, 1968, which contained Christmas greetings from families, to those serving in          

Vietnam. Messages from both Jim’s Mom and Sister were included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For his service, Jim was highly decorated – honors he dismisses as “pretty colored ribbons.”  The real heroes, he     

emphatically stressed, are “the 58,000 men and women listed on the (Vietnam Veterans Memorial) Wall.” 

For the record – and from another source – Jim’s “pretty colored ribbons” include a Silver Star. 

Jim was discharged from the Service in San Francisco, where he stayed for a few days before feeling the strong pull to 

come home, to take care of his Mom. “Her letters, and care packages, meant so much to me, they really helped me 

through,” he explained. “With everything she had done for me, I knew that now it was my turn, to do for her.” 

It was while working as a Bouncer at the Corral music club that Jim met his wife Jinny. “She was a bit feisty, not taking 

any guff from me, and I admired that,” he recalled, with a laugh. “When a buddy suggested I invite her to a picnic, I 

thought, why not?” And the rest, as they say, is history. 

Jim and Jinny married in 1970 and have three children (Ann, Janet, Jim – JF) and six grandchildren. 

After working in Shopping Center Maintenance for 15 years, Jim started his own company, Mechanical Air Systems, 

providing service and installation for air conditioning systems. Now, though, he’s looking to sell the business – “I’m   

trying to retire!” 

Jim is very active in a number of veteran’s groups, in addition to VFW Post 3345. He belongs to the Marine Corp 

League 650 and has served as Commander for American Legion Post 738 for the past 14 years. 

Of his years in Vietnam, Jim says he has been “able to leave it in the past, what’s done is done.” He strongly            

recommends serving in the military for all young adults saying “it makes you grow up, makes a better person of      

yourself.” He added, in addition to serving your country, military service will “help you learn responsibility and provide 

direction.” 

For your unwavering service to your country, your community and your family, Jim Babitsky - we at Strongsville VFW 

Post 3345 salute you and are honored to have you as a Member. 
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Our Members.  

 Our Friends.  

 Our Heroes.  
 

    Cliff Krasnosky  
 

              Interviewed By Linda Burger 

“I was brought up to help people.” 

With that belief to guide him, Cliff Krasnosky has crafted a lifetime of service, first to his country and later to other 

veterans and his community. 

“When I graduated from high school, I had the opportunity to attend college, probably    

obtaining a draft deferment,” he explained. “With what was going on, the war was certainly 

an issue, and I felt I had to face it and deal with it. So I took a job and just waited for my 

draft notice to arrive.” 

His “Greetings” letter came in February, 1966. Although his initial goal was a clerical      

position, he scored high in electronics and was slated for that training. Then, as often   

happens in the Army, he “was in the right place at the right time” and was selected for   

military intelligence. 

Cliff’s training began at Ft. Bragg, where he was put into the interrogation unit as a Military 

Analyst.  Then, after arriving in Vietnam, fate stepped in again when the Officer in charge 

asked if anyone knew anything about photography and, since Cliff did, he “volunteered” for the assignment. 

“We were responsible for processing film taken from POW’s,” said Cliff. “We used the photos to create a 50-page 

‘mug shot’ book of ranking North Vietnamese that was used to help identify prisoners.” 

As part of the Combined Military Interrogation Center, Cliff did do some field interrogations as “the guy coming out 

from Saigon, to put the fear of God in them!” 

“We worked at the Center with many South Vietnamese and, to break the tension and forge relationships, we had 

weekly soccer matches. The problem was we Americans knew next to nothing about the sport so there was a lot of 

whistle blowing going on,” he recalled, with a laugh. 

At one point, Cliff’s unit went to the defense of a nearby beer depot that came under attack. In gratitude, following 

the weekly matches, Cliff would hook up a trailer to a jeep and fill it up with beer. 

“All of a sudden, we were all just guys, hanging out together,” he said. 

Cliff’s interpreter was a 17-year-old Vietnamese boy nicknamed Harry, who  

traveled with him throughout the country and assisted him in the photo lab. 

“Harry was always bringing in Vietnamese ‘treats’ that I tried my best to eat, 

most times unsuccessfully,” Cliff explained. “Then, one time, my Mom included 

some packs of Jell-O in a care package. I mixed it up and put it in the             

refrigerator to set. 
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“The next morning Harry found it and was both amazed and excited, especially when we shook it. ‘How did you that’ he 

exclaimed – and he loved the taste!” Cliff laughingly remembered. 

Cliff came out as a Specialist 5
th
 Class, which was “a heck of an advancement in two years” and a reflection of his    

outstanding service. 

Upon discharge, Cliff found himself in Oakland, CA, looking out over the Golden Gate and wondering “what in the Hell 

just happened.” He then recalls thinking – well, you made it, this is your future, you need to forget about what just went 

on there and put those memories aside. 

“You never do, though, it’s always with you,” he added, with a note of sorrow. “When I left for the Service, my Dad 

hugged me hard and started to cry. He was a World War II vet who earned two Purple Hearts and still had shrapnel in 

his back. 

“It took me two years to understand why he was crying, that he knew what I was facing and would be going through.” 

Back in Berea, Cliff returned to his previous employer, Manufacturers Brush. “I started out as a General Laborer and 

twenty years later ended up running the place,” said Cliff with a laugh, and a well-deserved note of pride. 

He also came home to his sweetheart, Nancy and they have been married for 34 years. 

When the company transferred to Milwaukee, Cliff went out on his own, starting a successful remodeling business, 

while doing catering on weekends. It was after his partner was severely injured in a car accident caused by a drunk 

driver that Cliff became aware of the number of veterans in Nursing Homes. As a result, he initiated a program through 

the American Legion 738 where members regularly visit, bringing gift bags, conversation and understanding. 

Cliff has been active in the Legion for over 25 years and is a past Commander, currently serving as Second Vice   

Commander. He joined VFW Post 3345 about five years after hearing how the Post does such good things for veterans 

and for the community and, as he put it, “I haven’t been disappointed since!” 

In looking back, Cliff revealed that his greatest pride comes from looking after people, whether it’s veterans, senior   

citizens or anyone in need. “I totally believe that if you do good, you get good,” he said, in explaining his philosophy of 

life. 

We, at Strongsville VFW Post 3345, agree and we salute you, Cliff for your 

commitment to others. We are honored to have you as a Member. 

Cliff Krasnosky , Continued from page 11 



 

 

 Service Officer 

Bill Overton 
Army 1st Calvary 

1967-1968 Vietnam 
 
 
 

 

Behind the Scene: 

 

Your VFW has been very active in the past two months, we have assisted several veterans that were in need. 

 

In the past 18 months, the VA Hospital has become very efficient compared to prior years. Veterans are getting 
their healthcare much easier. 

 

The claims we have filed for the last two years have a much higher rate of being approved. Benefits for        
veterans who were injured during their service in the military have been improved dramatically. For the first 
time in 50 years, we have noticed the VA leadership is trying to help veterans. 

 

We are working on the contaminated water issue from Camp Lejeune. The VA's policy is, if a Marine was at 
Camp Lejeune for more than 30 days and has one of the many presumptives, they could file a claim. This is 
important because we have many sick Marines because of the water issue. 

 

That sounds like the VA really wants to help these veterans.  NO. Not true. They are, again, trying to avoid the 
real problem. Our question to the VA is “What difference is there in being exposed 30 days other than 28 days. 
This is another case where your government elected officials are trying to cut cost and spend the money    
elsewhere. 

 

It should be that any Marine who served at Camp Lejeune is presumed to be eligible to file a claim. We will 
continue to pursue this issue through our Congressmen and Senators. 

 

We are researching radiation exposure while serving in the military.  If you know anyone who was exposed to 
radiation while serving in World War II or Korea and/or has a Purple Heart and is not getting benefits, have 
them contact us – they are probably eligible for VA benefits and/or a monetary claim. 

 

What a privilege it is to be a member of the Strongsville VFW. I am honored and humbled by the men and 
women whom I have talked to over the past 5 years. 

 

God Bless America and God Bless our veterans. 

 

Bill Overton, 

Service Officer 



 

 

 

         

        

  

The Honor Guard had the privilege of      

welcoming CWO4 Hershel “Woody” Williams to Cleveland at the USS Cod in June.  CWO4 Williams is the last living 

US Marine WW-II Medal of Honor recipient.   

The traveling Vietnam Wall was at the western campus of Cuyahoga Community College from June 28th to July 1st, 

in which our Honor Guard and American Legion Post 703 from Parma provided a combined rifle salute and echo 

taps at the opening and closing ceremony. 

We would like to give a big thanks to Greg Denk for polishing over 600 casings of M-1 brass that we had expended 

earlier in June.  This brass will be used to give to the families of fallen veterans at Rittman and at graveside         

services.   

For the past 7 years some of the veterans at our post have attended a unique fishing trip, known as the “Wounded 

Hero Fishing Event”.  It is put on by Mr. Paul Melee in Sturgeon Bay, WI. who is the owner of the Lodge at Leathem 

Smith.  He provides veterans and veteran family members free lodging, food and has volunteer boat captains for a 

two-day fishing extravaganza.  This is one of the greatest veteran bonding and mental therapy events that I have 

ever attended.  There will be approximately eleven of us from the post that will be attending this year.  

Since the Honor Guard recently had four faithful members drop from the rolls due to health issues, we are still   

looking for some more dedicated members to join our ranks.  If you are interested in joining, please contact me at 

440-665-7751 or Dave Hrusch at the Post. The only eligibility requirement is that you must be a current dues paying 

or life veteran member. 

 Calendar for:  July- August-September: 
 

July 1st -  Vietnam Wall (Closing Ceremony) 
July 7th -  Middleburg Heights Summerfest Parade 
July 12th – Car Show, Grace Church, Middleburg Hts. 
July 14th -  Honor Guard Meeting 
July 25th - Strongsville Home Days Parade 
 
August 3rd – Ohio Flags of Honor, Brunswick 
August 10th - Ohio Flags of Honor, Parma Heights 
August 11th  -  Honor Guard meeting 
 
September 9th – Lyndhurst Home Days Parade 

 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Don Kennett, 
Honor Guard Commander 



 

 

 

  

VFW Post 3345 Golf Outing 
June 16, 2018 

Thank you Tracey Damian for the pictures 

 

 
 



 

 

Canteen Manager  
Bill  

 

 
   Summer finally made it so layback, relax and enjoy.  

After tending to your yard work and working up a sweat 

there is relief. Mosey on down to the canteen and take in 

a libation or two, watch some Tribe on the tube or just sit 

out on the patio and take in the view of our beautiful memorial. 

The outdoor summer concerts are back in full swing. Some pretty good groups are on tap for your listening pleasure. 

Grab a lawn chair or blanket and bring the family or friends on up and enjoy some entertainment under the twinkling 

stars. There is some good food at a good price made available thanks to your hard working Auxiliary members. They 

always do a fantastic job. 

I want to thank Dave Stopper (Mr.Maria Gardens ) for their continued generous support donating the flowers and 

plants for the enhancement of your post. Also the corner car wash has some buddie deals going on and continue to 

give members discounts on selected washes using code 33453, thanks Scott. Both of these establishments are 

friendly so please patronize them if possible. 

A word of caution or reminder. Per the state of Ohio, which happens to issue/control our canteen license, for anyone 

to bring their own alcohol beverages on post property. We can be penalized for this. Please come on up, enjoy and 

support your canteen. 

 

Till Autumn 

Dave  & Bill 

 

Strange? He said 

I was asked to be a poster boy, it was for birth control. 

If it wasn’t for pick pockets and the TSA I’d have no sex life at all.  

 



 

 

Taps 
 
      May 2018:   Herb Adams   
 

June 2018:       None  
 

  
       
 

    New Members:  May 2018 

   Fred Miller   Brian Harrington   Andrew Geber  

 

    New Members:  June 2018 

   Elmer Chjhay Bill Budusky Alec Nagy Thomas Hughes    
    

 

        

Donations:  May 2018 

VFW National Home For Children   $   250   
Honor Flight Cleveland $   750 
Strongsville Rotary  $   250  
      (Duck Race Fundraiser) 
National MS Society  $   250 
      (Buckeye Breakaway)                
Strongsville Senior Center $   250 
      (Craft Room Sponsor) 
Department of Ohio  Relief Fund             $   250  
Wounded Hero Fishing Event                 $    750  
Veteran-in-Need                                      $ 1,000  

Donations:  June 2018 

VFW National Home For Children   $   250   

Honor Flight Cleveland  $   750 

American Legion Post 703 $   750  

      AVTT Traveling Wall            

Cleveland American Veterans Assoc.               $   500  
City of Strongsville  Fireworks                         $   500  
Polish Legion of American Veterans                $      40  



 

   

 

Auxiliary 
Bob DeHart 

 
 
Well as predicted summer is here and we have been in 
the middle of a heat wave.  But, no complaints are       
allowed after the winter and spring we had here.  And 

speaking of summer we have a LOT of exciting things going on at our post this summer!  First off though, I’d like to 
give a shout out to our auxiliary members – we DID reach 101% membership just under the deadline.  It’s good to see 
that happen with the number of members we have. 

 

I’d like to say thank you to the anonymous donor of our grill, whoever you are!  We made a great profit raffling that off, 
and it was all profit.  I donated it back because I didn’t need a grill and we were able to raffle it off again.  The only 
reason I bought tickets for it was to support the cause, just as I’m sure many of you do, and that’s part of what makes 
us such a great post.   

 

Our first Cinco de Mayo party / reverse raffle was a huge success.  I can’t thank all our helpers on this enough.  First 
time events usually do pretty well, but this went better than we ever could have imagined and hopefully we can repeat 
this in the future or come up with more new things to put on.  

 

We are doing our annual Margaritaville / Pig Roast on July 14.  Tickets are on sale at the bar and sales have been a 
little slow.  We know sales always pick up the last week and the day of the event.  This is always a fun day and since 
we missed having it last year I thought people would be lining up to get tickets this year.  So stop down at the canteen 
this week, get your tickets, bring a side dish, and join us for a great event. 

 

Our golf outing has been changed (again) but this is the final change.  We will be having it at Mallard Creek on    
SUNDAY, August 19

th
 with a 9:00 am shotgun start.   While Sunday is a different day for our golf outing I’m sure we 

can make it work to our advantage, and put on the same excellent outing we do every year.  Tickets this year are 
$80.00.  This includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, hot dogs at the turn in the clubhouse, bloody marys, $1.00 beers, a 
$25,000 hole-in-one (Thanks, Phil Galaska), and a steak dinner at the post afterward with side-boards and a 50/50 
raffle.  Anyone who’s ever been at our golf outing knows it’s one of the best ones to go to, so sign up in the canteen 
and join us for a day of fun and sun on the golf course. 

 

In addition remember our post patio concerts this summer.  There will be two in August (4th and 25th).  Also           
remember to attend our Community Day on Saturday, September 8th at the post, and show it off proudly to the public.  
Like I said – there’s a LOT going on at our VFW this summer – let’s get as many people as we can participating in 
everything, and supporting all that we do. 

 

As always, please continue to keep our troops in your thoughts and prayers…… 

 
Bob DeHart 
President Auxiliary 

The VFW Post 3345 Auxiliary will be making a road trip to Buffalo to deliver gently used golf balls, clubs and other 

golf equipment for the Bunkers in Bagdad non-profit organization.  These donations will be shipped to active duty 

U.S. soldiers, wounded warriors and injured veterans across the world in 60 countries as well as all 50 states for  

recreation and to aid in rehabilitation.  If you have equipment or golf balls to donate, please see Margie Briller in the 

Auxiliary or leave a note in the office auxiliary mailbox.  Deadline is August 1st.     



 

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

Roger Kvasager 
 
 
 
 

 

The housing committee would like to thank all of the veterans and men and woman of the auxiliary who take time off 
from their   Saturday to help clean the post and keep it looking great.  We get a lot of compliments from visiting posts 
on how well our post looks. 

 

As my term as House Committee Chairman is up on July 1st, I would like to thank everyone who has supported me to 
get our work done.  We have between ten to fifteen workers show up at our work parties.  Without this support, we 
would not be able to keep the post up.  Brent Newton will be taking my place as Committee Chairman; I know the 
membership will give the same support to Brent. 

 

During the last three months we had all the air conditioning units serviced.  Three units had major leaks that we are 
trying to fix; these units are 20 years old.   

 

Thanks to Mike Zullo for the material and Greg Denk for the installation.  We have now completed the electrical to the 
pavilion.  Other maintenance completed are:  Fixing the refrigerator, stripping and waxing all floors after the fish fry, 
testing emergency lights, dusting all rooms, cleaning kitchen cabinets, cleaning the popcorn popper, Flag retirement, 
install curbs in parking lot, opened up smoking area, fixing drawers in kitchen, replace lights, installed new shingles 
on the shed, replaced furnace filters, pressure wash smoking area, install new drain on cooler, dusted uniforms cases 
and various other small projects. 

 

If you have flags for proper disposal, please bring them to the post and place them in the red, white and blue mail box 
located on the west side of the building. 

 

Work parties are the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month from 8am until noon.   Auxiliary clean days are also posted on 
the calendars (starts at 8am). 

 

If you see a veteran, thank them for their service, it means a lot to them! 

 

Have a great summer 

 

Thank you again for all your help maintaining our post 

 
The Housing Committee 



 

 

Thank You for Helping 

 

 



 

 

 

In May, 2018  

Stacy Shalala, Teacher (Incarnate Word) and VFW Post 3345 

Auxiliary Chaplin was honored by: 

Post 3345 Commander Tim Zvoncheck, Parma Heights Major Mike Byrne and 

State Representative for the7th District of the Ohio House of Representatives, 

Tom Patton 

for being a True American Patriotic by incorporating values in 
her students and teaching them the honor and service of our 
veterans 

Congratulations Stacy! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

   

 



 

 

 

Scuttlebutt publishing! 
 

Newsletter publication: As a reminder, the Scuttlebutt newsletter and calendars have 

been switched to a quarterly electronic delivery – either as an email attachment we send to you, or by 
visiting the Post’s website, www.vfw3345.com .  Check out the new look on the post website; it looks 
really great.  I have added a few pictures from past events.  I am still uploading pictures from various events held 
throughout the year so check them out and join in on the fun (Web and Mobile access). 
 
Please send your electronic contact information, and any updates to your home address if something has changed, to 
srvcdr.vfw3345@wowway.biz and we will make sure our email distribution list gets you added to it!   
 
NOTE: if you include your birth month and day, we will also get you added to the birthday list.  There is also a 
birthday book behind the bar at the canteen in order to add your birthday information. 
 
See ya at the post 
 
Support our Troops!!! 
 
Mary Ann Almashie 

 

 

http://www.vfw3345.com
mailto:srvcdr.vfw3345@wowway.biz


 

   

 

 
1. Help Prevent TRICARE Fee Increases: Congress recently increased TRICARE costs for future military retirees and 

their families. Current military retirees and their family members are generally exempt from these cost increases, but a 

proposal included in the Senate’s version of the National Defense Authorization Act for 2019 (NDAA) would remove this 

exemption. This proposal would result in substantially higher TRICARE enrollment fees for current military retirees. The 

VFW needs your help in defeating this harmful proposal which would require military retirees to pay more for their 

earned health care.  

  

2. Defense Health Agency Transition: Beginning on Oct. 1, 2018, the Defense Health Agency will assume responsibility 

for the administration and management of health care at all military treatment facilities operating under DOD. This con-

solidation aims to provide a more integrated, efficient, and effective system of readiness to better support the lethality of 

the force by eliminating many of the redundancies that have historically plagued the military health system (MHS). The 

transition hopes to significantly increase our nation’s ability to provide world class medical support to warfighters, their 

dependents, and our military retirees.  

  

3. VFW Convention to Host Women Veterans Information Fair: The VFW will host a women veterans information fair 

entitled “Women Veterans: Strong & Growing” during this year’s 119th VFW National Convention. The fair will be held 

on July 24 at 2 p.m. Information pertinent to the veterans’ community with a focus on women veterans will be provided, 

and all veterans are encouraged and welcome to attend. Participants will include the VFW’s Women Veterans Advisory 

Committee; representatives from the Department of Veterans Affairs’ offices of women’s health, women veterans, re-

search and development, and veteran experience; the Department of Labor; the National Coalition of Homeless Veter-

ans; and congressional staff from the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. There will be a raffle with prizes, as well 

as other giveaways.  

  

4. The VFW Needs YOU: As a grassroots organization, the power of the VFW is in its membership. That means all 1.7 

million members of the VFW and its Auxiliary. We are stronger  

together and effective because of what our collective efforts accomplish. Part of being great advocates means renewing 
your membership and we encourage you to do so. We also encourage you to consider becoming a Life Member of the 
VFW as a permanent show of your support. If you are not yet a member, we encourage you to join. Renew your mem-
bership or become a Life Member.  

 July 6, 2018 


